


727-729 Ricketts Court B-3021 
727-729 Ricketts Court, Baltimore, Maryland 21230 

(Description of Physical Appearance - continued from page l) 

-*all has been altered "by the sistering of a masonry vail along with the install
ation of buttresses (estimate I96O-I965). In addition, there is evidence of 
brick corbelling on the facade at the soffit line. The interior of the building 
is in an advanced state of deterioration as it relates to masonry as veil as 
wooden features. It appears as though a new concrete floor has been poured 
recently, and that the structure had been modified to accomodate interior plumbing 
facilities. There is also evidence of a recently installed chimney (727 Ricketts 
Court) and remains of fireplace. 

(Statement of Significance - continued from page l) 

brick for exterior vails and foundation with remains of three (3) inch by seven (7.) 
inch floor joists and portions of plank flooring and sheathing. 

Tne remaining portions of windovs illustrate the extensive use of "Baltimore bull-nose" 
jamb stock material and wooden sub-sills, all of which is typical for this peographic-O 
area as veil as time period. In addition, the remains of the mortising for shutter 
hinges, and hinge stops is clearly visible. There still remains wooden window lentils 
::n the second floors. This type of masonry support is extremely common in the 
Federal Hill Registered Historic District. In our opinion, the building is typical 
of the types of construction and architecture that was present along alley-ways and 
secondary streets, and further illustrates the marked difference betveen the more 
expensive and refined architecture that remains on Light and Montgomery Street. 







B-3021 

B-3018 - B-3021 1845-1850 
723-731 S. Charles St. /727-729 Rickett's Ct. (East side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

This group of three story, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs 
located along the east side of the 700 block of S. Charles St. was built 
in the late 1840's by several different local builders. The houses served 
as combination storefront/residences. 727-729 Rickett's Ct. is located in 
a courtyard to the east of 731 S. Charles St., with access provided by a 
narrow alleyway running along the south end wall of 731 S. Charles St. The 
Rickett's Ct. houses are two stories in height, two bays wide, and with gable 
roofs. The houses were originally two rooms deep but the. entire rear end 
section of each house is now gone. These small alley houses are the only 
surviving examples of the many such houses that were built in rear courtyards 
and alleys running north from Montgomery St. in this block and in the blocks 
to the north along Hughes St. The two Rickett's Ct. houses have recently 
been sold by the city to private owners and hopefully will soon be renovated. 
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DESCRIPTION B-3021 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT ^.DETERIORATED ILuNALTERED 2LORIGfNAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This pair of tiny "half houses," two stories in height with only the front half 
of the gable roof, were built in the late 1840's by the same developer who built the 
neighboring rows of houses on Montgomery St. 

The houses are two stories in height, 11' wide, and occupy lots 32' deep. Each 
house is only one room deep but there is evidence that each had a one story high, two 
bay deep rear addition. The houses are constructed in common bond. The low-pitched 
gable roof has a simple brick cornice. No roof chimneys remain but there is evidence 
that each house had a single chimney along the south side of the roof. 

The first floor openings have segmentally arched brick lintels with solid wood 
tympanums; the second floor windows have flat wood lintels. All of the sills are wood. 
The window openings are currently empty or boarded. The houses have no basement and 
the entrance is reached directly from the alley. Each house currently has a paneled 
Victorian-style door set beneath a single light ttansom. 

The interior of the houses measures 10' wide by 12' deep. The narrow and tightl. 
winding stairs are located in the south-east corner of each house and there is evidence 
that each house had a fireplace in the center of the south wall. A door leads out of 
the house to the rear. The first floor ceiling height is 8'; the second floor ceiling 
height is 7 1/2'. The door and window moldings are totally plain but there is vertical 
wainscoting on the fireplace wall of each house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This pair of tiny alley houses is important for being representative of the type 
of housing built for the lowest level of the socio-economic scale in the Federal Hill 
area. The houses each have only two rooms and were probably rented to poor black 
families, as were most alley houses of this type. It is particularly interesting that 
the houses were built by Samuel Clayton as part of his development of this section of 
Montgomery St.—that he felt the need to built two very small houses in addition to 
the row of fairly spacious working class houses he built along Montgomery St. 

The house are currently being offered for sale by the City to private owners and 
hopefully will be restored in the near future. Another similar alley house, to the 
rear of 20 E. Montgomery St. has already been destroyed. These remaining houses stand 
as an important historical document and it is to be hoped that they will not be lost. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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B-3021 
727-729 Ricketts Court 
Block 0896 Lots 035 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





B-3021 727-729 Ricketts Court 
M.E.H. 8/79 
West elevation 


